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Topics- Why Millions Can No 
Longer Make a Living

ÅKey themes for the National Trends Learning 
Cluster

ÅChanging Demographics of  Poverty in the US

ÅContinuing Trends in Poverty

ÅWage Stagnation  

ÅIncome and Asset Inequality

ÅWeak Recovery
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Learning Cluster on National Trends

Major shapers of a society 

1. Demographics (30%)

2. Economics (including science, technology 
and trade) (30%)

3. Social values (Alexis de Tocqueville) (20%)

4. These interact ςin odd combinations -- to 
shape public policy.  (5%)
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US DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS

Changing Demographics of  
Poverty Today in the US
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US Demographic Megatrend Highlights
MACRO TRENDS:
1. US population growth rate: rate of increase has declined to less 
ǘƘŀƴ м҈ ǇŜǊ ȅŜŀǊ ǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ƻŦ мΦу҈ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ слΩǎΦ 

2. Life expectancy: a graying nation but expectancy varies greatly
3. Urban vs rural: continued migration from rural to urban 

communities 
4. The US Family make-up: on an evolutionary path

TRENDS SHAPING POVERTY:
1. Households: growing single head of households and/or shared 

households
2. US Birth rate: steadily declining, but more unwed mothers
3. More children in poverty in the last 20 years 
4. Diversity and immigration: Adds up to greater national strength 

but little upward mobility for minorities
5. The Changing American Family 
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Declining US Birth 
Rate

ÅUS births reached an all-time high 
of more than 4.3 million in 2007 
dip to 3.9 million. 

ÅFirst-time mothers later in life: 
average age of first-time mothers 
rose from 21.4 years in 1970 to 
25.0 years in 2006. First birth rates 
aged 40ς44 stable during the 
1970s and early 1980s, but 
increased more than four-fold from 
1985 through 2012 (from 0.5 to 
2.3).

ÅSignificant declines in teen 
childbearing that began after 1991 
have strengthened in recent years. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/11/26/health/families.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/11/26/health/families.html
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Increasing Life Expectancy

1. US Population is aging regardless 
of gender or ethnicity is at 78.5 
up from an 1965 estimated 70.2. 
But it stands 20th of 34 
developed nations 

2. Life expectancy varies by 
ethnicity - life expectancy for all 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴΩǎ ƛƴ нлмо

ü Males (76.0) and females 
(80.9) and 

üWhites (78.8), 

ü Black (74.5), 

ü Hispanic (81.2).  

ü 1965 estimates black males 
lived on average to 61 and 
females to age 66.6
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Life Expectancy, Education and Ethnicity
Å In 2008 white males with 16+ years of education live 14.2 years longer than black 

men with less than 12 yrs of education, for women difference is 10.3 yrs.

Å Trends in disparities at the educational extremes are widening.In 1990 the most 
educated men and women lived 13.4 years and 7.7 years longer, respectively, 
than the least educated.

Å Differences in life expectancy at birth between the most and least educated, 
within race/sex groups, in 1990 the gap in life expectancy between the most and 
ƭŜŀǎǘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘŜŘ ǿƘƛǘŜ ŦŜƳŀƭŜǎ ǿŀǎ мΦф ȅŜŀǊǎΤ ƴƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ млΦп ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǎŜŜ ŎƘŀǊǘ ōŜƭƻǿΦ
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Demographic trends (Economist, 11/20/14)
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!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ /ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ CŀƳƛƭȅ
Today, 24% of all children lives with unmarried mother, 41% of 

births are to unmarried women 
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!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ 9ǾƻƭǾƛƴƎ CŀƳƛƭȅ aŀƪŜǳǇ
Selected ǘǊŜƴŘǎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘƛƴƎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ CŀƳƛƭȅ aŀƪŜǳǇ:
Å Median age at first marriage was28.2 for men and 

26.1 for women in 2010, an increase from 26.8 and 
25.1 in 2000. An continued increase of a long-term 
trend since the mid-1950s. 

Å Overall percentage of adults who were married 
declined to 54.1 % in 2010 from 57.3 % in 2000.

Å The average household size declined to 2.59 in 2010, 
from 2.62 people in 2000 partly because of the 
increase in one-person households, which rose from 
25 % in 2000 to 27 % in 2010, more than double the 
13 % in 1960.

Å Households headed by a married couple who had 
children under 18 living with them declined 3 % in 
2010, from 24 % in 2000.

Å ά.ǊŜŀŘǿƛƴƴŜǊ ƳƻƳǎΣέ ƳƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƻǊ 
main provider of income for their family rose from 11 
percent to 40 percent from 1960 to 2011 (see chart 
to left).

Å Americans living alonewas a mere 9% in 1950 is now 
28% today. 

Å Children living together with both their parents have 
ōŜŜƴ ǎǘŜŀŘƛƭȅ ŘŜŎƭƛƴƛƴƎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ мфтлΩǎ 

Å 2011 two parent families comprised on about 67% 
down from about 92% in 1960.  
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Moms are having first child later
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1970, 1% of first child were born to women over the age of 35,  2012, 15% were, 
according to an analysis the Pew Research Center of data from the Centers for Disease 
Control & Prevention.  Latest CDC data (May 2014), confirms delayed childbearing 
among women in their late thirties and early forties trend.
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US Households Trends: 
More Single Heads of Households

Growing Number of Single Mom and Dad Head of Households

Å In 2010 the householder, his or her spouse, and 
his or her sons and daughters comprised 262.0 
million people or 87 % of the population. 

Å Of the 88.8 million children of householders, 93 
% were biological children. 

Å άIusband-wife households numbered 56.5 
million in 2010 and made up 73 % of all family 
households in 2010. 

Å Family households maintained by a female 
householder with no spouse present numbered 
15.3 million, more than twice the number 
maintained by a male householder with no 
spouse present (5.8 million). 

Å Among nonfamily households, one-person 
households predominated (31.2 million) and 
were more than three times as common as 
nonfamily households with two or more people 
(8.0 million). 

Å More women than men lived alone (17.2 million 
and 13.9 million, respectively).
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Growing Ethnic Diversity
America is becoming a majority minority 
nation 
Å In 2010 while 80% of American seniors are 

white, the U.S. population is projected in 2050 to 
be even.

Å In the last census the Hispanic population grew 
by 2.2 %, or more than 1.1 million, the most of 
any group, with 76 % resulting from natural 
increase.

Å Asians were the fastest-growing major ethnic or 
racial group growing by 2.9 %, or 530,000, with 
immigration from overseas accounting for 60 % 
of that growth.

Å Blacks increased by 559,000, or 1.3 %.
Å Shift in birth and death rates on non-Hispanic 

whites in part to the recent global recession, and 
ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƻƭŘŜǊ ƴƻƴ-Hispanic 
whites, will accelerate rapidly as the baby boom 
ages, guarantees that non-Hispanic white natural 
ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 
demographic future and in turn offers a young 
new workforce.
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A Nation of Immigrants
Å 1970 the percentage of foreign born in the US was 

5-6%, 2010 US Census showed that number to be 
nearly 13 % or nearly 40 million 

Å Foreign-born women had a higher fertility rate 
than native women. 

Å 62 % of the foreign born came to live in the 
United States in 1990 or later, including 35 % who 
entered in 2000 or later.

Å Of all foreign born who arrived before 1980, 80 % 
were U.S. citizens in 2010. 63% of the foreign born 
who arrived between 1980 and 1989 were 
naturalized citizens.

Å As of 2010, 44 % of all foreign born were 
naturalized citizens.

Å Foreign born households were 77% compared to 
65% of the native population. 

Å The average size of foreign born households (3.4 
persons) was larger than that of native 
households (2.5 persons). One reason for this 
difference is that a higher proportion of foreign-
born family households (62 %) than native-born 
family households (47 %) included children under 
the age of 18.
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Accelerating American Retirement Rate
ÅBaby boomer generation (born 1945-50) of 77 
Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ōŜƎŀƴ ǊŜǘƛǊƛƴƎ ƳƛŘ нлллΩǎΦ   ¦{ /Ŝƴǎǳǎ 
figures for 2010 showed that 13% of the US 
population is 65 or older. Projections indicate 
that in 20 years it will be 19.3% 

ÅCurrent economic conditions is causing 
retirement to be postponed; but, in some 
instances where unemployment is very high, 
causing early retirement.

Å58% of the US workforce do not participate in 
a retirement plan be it employer sponsored or 
through savings in a 401 k program..

ÅHowever, well-educated people increasingly 
work longer than the less-skilled
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10,000
On January 1, 2011 
άǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ млΣллл 
Baby Boomers will 
turn 65 and about 
10,000 more will 
cross that 
threshold every 
day for the next 19 
yrsΦέ

Pew Research 
Center
Dec. 29, 2010

http://www.pewresearch.org/daily-number/baby-boomers-retire/


1717

Aging population = Aging Workforce
Å By 2022  31.9% of those ages 65 to 74 will still be working. That compares with 20.4% of the same age 

bracket in the workforce in 2002 and 26.8% who were in the workforce in 2012 (see graphic below)

Å Cutback in pensions during the last 10 years, almost 20% of Americans aged over 65 are now in the 
labor force, compared with 13% in 2000.  

Å The aging of the baby boom increases the proportion in the older age groups, but may be offset by 
projected immigration into the working age groups.

17

http://www.bls.gov/opub/ted/2014/ted_20140106.htm
http://www.bls.gov/opub/ted/2014/ted_20140106.htm
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!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ tŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ 5ŜƳƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ¢ǊŜƴŘǎ

Source: The Public Renders a Split Verdict On Changes in Family Structure, PEW Research Feb. 16, 2011

http://www.pewsocialtrends.org/2011/02/16/the-public-renders-a-split-verdict-on-changes-in-family-structure/?src=family-interactive
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CONTINUING TRENDS IN POVERTY

Where Racial/Ethnic, Urban, 
Marital Status continue to Count
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US Poverty Trends

1. Percent of those in poverty the racial/ethnic 
makeup it trending upward 

2. Urban and inner city poverty trending 
upward

3. Growing longer unemployment ςlower 
household income 

4. Greater correlation between married and 
unmarried

20
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Racial / Ethnic Makeup of U.S. Poor 
Population, 1973 and 2010

Å Latinos represent a much larger 
part of the poverty picture today 
than four decades ago.

Å 1973: 56 percent of poor 
Americans were white, 32 percent 
were black, and 10 percent were 
Hispanic

Å 2010: 42 percent of the poor are 
white, 23 percent are black, and 
29 percent are Hispanic. 

Å Hispanics have overtaken poor 
blacks in number, members of 
these two groups were about 
equally likely to be poor in 2010 
(27 percent), much more so than 
whites (10 percent). 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey Annual Social and Economic Supplements

http://www.whatworksforamerica.org/ideas/the-continuing-evolution-of-american-poverty-and-its-implications-for-community-development/
http://www.whatworksforamerica.org/ideas/the-continuing-evolution-of-american-poverty-and-its-implications-for-community-development/
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Share of U.S. Poor Populations by 
Community / Metro Type, 1970ς2010

Å The poverty rate of suburbia was 
higher in 2010 (11.4 percent) than in 
1970 (8.7 percent), 

Å /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ ǊŀǘŜǎ ƎǊŜǿ ōȅ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴ 
greater margin (20.9 percent in 2010 
versus 14.7 percent in 1970). 

Å Mostly concentrated - about four in five 
residents of extremely poor major 
metropolitan neighborhoods live in 
cities. 

Å Nonetheless, growing shares of the 
suburban poor reside in communities 
of moderate to high poverty, where at 
least 20 or 30 percent of individuals live 
below the poverty line

Source: Re-Emergence of Concentrated Poverty: Metropolitan Trends in the 2000s, Brookings Institute 11-3-11

http://www.brookings.edu/research/papers/2011/11/03-poverty-kneebone-nadeau-berube
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Unemployment Rate and Median 
Household Income Index 2000-2013
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http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/wonkblog/wp/2013/09/13/this-is-how-everyones-been-doing-since-the-financial-crisis/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/wonkblog/wp/2013/09/13/this-is-how-everyones-been-doing-since-the-financial-crisis/
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Direct correlation between married and 
unmarried head of households in poverty

The meaning of single mother-
hood has changed since the 60s, 
now single mothers are far less 
likely than to have ever been 
married. 

Å In 1960, 95% of single mothers 
had been married at some 
point in the past. 

ÅBy 2013, only half of all single 
mothers had ever been 
married.

(Source: Education Nextseries on the state of the American family. )

http://educationnext.org/was-moynihan-right/
http://educationnext.org/was-moynihan-right/

